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AbhinavVashisht

Kullu, October 8
The three-day visit of President
Droupadi Murmu to Himachal
Pradesh further strengthened
the cherished bond between
her and the people of the
state, Governor Kavinder
Gupta said on Thursday.

The Governor made the
remarks after seeing off the
President at the DRDE Heli-
pad in Manali following the
conclusion of her visit. He said
her presence in Himachal
Pradesh was a matter of
immense pride and honour
for the people of the state.

“Her gracious presence,
warmth and interaction with
the people added special sig-
nificance to the visit and
would leave a lasting impres-
sion,” he said. The Governor
also appreciated the coordinat-
ed efforts of the local adminis-
tration, police, tourism stake-
holders and various
departments in ensuring the
smooth conduct of the Presi-
dent’s programme. Officials
said meticulous coordination
helped avoid inconvenience
and ensured that security, traf-
fic management and other
arrangements remained
orderly throughout the visit.

Manali SDM Gunjeet Singh
Cheema said residents
extended full cooperation
and maintained discipline
during the President’s stay.
He said the support of local

people, tourism stakeholders
and government depart-
ments played an important
role in managing security
and traffic effectively.

“The visit was peaceful and
successful because of the
shared responsibility and
cooperation of everyone
involved,” he said. A signifi-
cant cultural moment came
during the President’s visit to
Lahaul, where tribal MLA
Anuradha Rana, dressed in
traditional attire, presented
her with a traditional Thang-
ka painting at the North Portal
of the Atal Tunnel, Rohtang.

Deeply rooted in Lahaul’s
Buddhist faith and spiritual
traditions, Thangka art is

more than a form of painting.
It represents religious belief,
meditation, spiritual reflection
and knowledge. Traditionally
created on cloth and framed in
wood or silk, Thangkas depict
Buddha, Bodhisattvas, Bud-
dhist deities, mandalas and
other sacred symbols in intri-
cate detail. The painting pre-
sented to the President
became a distinctive memen-
to of her Lahaul visit.

The occasion also provided a
national platform for
Himachal’s traditional crafts-
manship. A specially designed
heritage frame by Proframes,
Bhuntar, was presented by the
Lahaul administration.

Combining Buddhist art,

Himachali traditions, contem-
porary design and traditional
brass craftsmanship, the frame
featured deep maroon and gold
tones, floral motifs and auspi-
cious symbols around a hand-
crafted brass Buddha made by
traditional artisan Reet Ram of
Bajaura. Its Buddhist-inspired
border was specially designed
by Proframes.

Owner Gitesh Gupta said
the frame was an opportunity
to showcase Himachal’s cul-
tural identity beyond the
state. The presentation sym-
bolically brought together the
modern engineering achieve-
ment of the Atal Tunnel and
the centuries-old spiritual and
artistic heritage of Lahaul.

Murmu’s visit deepened bond with state: Guv

Dipender Manta

Tribune News Service

Mandi, October 8
Lahaul-Spiti MLA Anuradha
Rana has sought President
Droupadi Murmu’s interven-
tion in two major issues concern-
ing the tribal population of the
district — long-pending land
allotment under the nautor rules
and the proposed Chenab Diver-
sion Project into the Beas.

Rana raised the issues with
the President during her visit
to the Atal Tunnel, Rohtang,
on Wednesday and submitted
a representation seeking ear-
ly action on both matters.

On the nautor issue, Rana
highlighted the difficulties
faced by tribal families whose
cases for land allotment have
remained pending for years.
She said the proposal to relax
provisions of the Forest (Con-
servation) Act, 1980, to facili-
tate allotment in tribal areas
had been approved by the
Himachal Pradesh Cabinet
and subsequently sent for the
Governor’s approval, but the
matter remained unresolved.

She said tribal representa-
tives, including members of
the Tribal Advisory Council,
had repeatedly raised the
issue with the authorities.

Rana pointed out that sim-
ilar relaxations had been

allowed during 2014-16,
2016-18 and 2020, enabling
land allotment under the
nautor rules in tribal areas.
She claimed that around
20,000 cases were currently
awaiting allotment.

Emphasising the strategic
importance of Lahaul-Spiti
and Kinnaur, Rana said pro-
viding land to eligible local
residents could help check
migration, create livelihood
opportunities and strength-
en the economic security of
tribal families in remote
border areas. She urged the
President to facilitate an
early resolution.

Rana also raised concerns
over the proposed Chenab
Diversion Project into the
Beas, reportedly proposed
by the Central Water Com-
mission near Dimpuk vil-
lage under Koksar Gram
Panchayat.

She said local residents were
apprehensive about the pro-
ject’s possible environmental
and social impacts, citing the
region’s fragile Himalayan
terrain and vulnerability to
avalanches and earthquakes.
She expressed concern over
possible water accumulation,
land instability, ecological
changes, waterlogging and
risks to nearby households.

MLA seeks President’s help on
nautor land, Chenab diversion

Lahaul’s Thangka art and local craftsmanship add cultural depth to three-day Himachal visit

HIMALAYAN HERITAGE The specially crafted heritage frame featuring a handcrafted brass
Buddha, presented to President Droupadi Murmu during her visit to Lahaul.

Cong protests Rahul,
Priyanka detention;
seeks CEC’s removal 

Our Correspondent

Una, October 8
Congress activists, led by
state in-charge Rajni Patil
and Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri, on Thurs-
day staged a protest at the
district headquarters against
the detention of party leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka
Gandhi by the Delhi Police.

Terming the protest part of
the ‘Black Day’ being
observed by the party across
the country, the protesters
demanded the immediate
removal of Gyanesh Kumar as
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) of India. The
activists began their march
from the Circuit House and
proceeded towards the Mini
Secretariat, shouting slogans
against the Prime Minister and
the CEC. They later submitted
a memorandum addressed to
the President of India through
the Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, demanding action
against the CEC.

Addressing mediapersons,
Rajni Patil alleged that Lok
Sabha Leader of the Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi and party
leader Priyanka Gandhi were
ill-treated by the police while
protesting in Delhi. She said
the police had infringed upon
the legitimate freedom and
democratic rights of the pro-

testers by detaining them
more than once. The questions
being raised by Rahul Gandhi,
she said, were common to all
voters in a democracy.

The Congress leader alleged
that the CEC did not deem it
appropriate to take the other
two Election Commissioners
into confidence before taking
decisions, which raised a big
question mark over his style
of working. She said the Con-
gress would oppose any
attempt to create a single-par-
ty system in the country in
favour of the BJP.

Deputy CM Agnihotri
alleged that the BJP’s strate-
gy of repeatedly stealing
votes had been exposed and
said the party stood strongly
behind Rahul and Priyanka
Gandhi in their fight to pro-
tect democracy in the coun-
try. He said the Congress
firmly believed that crores of
voters had been deprived of
their right to vote and sought
a reply from the CEC and the
Prime Minister on the matter.

Agnihotri said the party
would also seek legal recourse,
besides taking up the issue as
a grassroots campaign. He
said the protests would contin-
ue until Gyanesh Kumar was
removed as the CEC, adding
that people’s rights remained
protected only in a strong
democracy.

Ambika Sharma

Tribune News Service

Solan, October 8
In a fresh turn of events at Dr
YS Parmar University of Hor-
ticulture and Forestry, Nauni,
Vice-Chancellor Dr HS Bawe-
ja on Thursday restored Sid-
dhartha Acharya as the uni-
versity’s Registrar, two days
after divesting him of the
charge and appointing Dr DP
Sharma to the post.

In a four-page order issued
on Thursday evening, the
Vice-Chancellor directed
Acharya to discharge his
statutory duties while ensur-
ing administrative discipline,
campus normalcy, financial
responsibility and orderly
functioning of the university.

The move came after the
state government sought a
report from the university over
Dr Sharma signing orders as
Registrar on Wednesday
despite the Secretary (Horti-
culture) having withdrawn the
order appointing him. The
development prompted the

university administration to
restore Acharya as Registrar.

The university had wit-
nessed a confrontation
between the VC, the Registrar
and a section of faculty, which
had affected the academic
environment and prompted
government intervention to
restore normal functioning.

While restoring Acharya,
the VC directed him to strict-
ly adhere to his instructions,
warning that failure to do so
could invite administrative
consequences. The order also
noted that the Registrar had
failed to discharge his
responsibilities during recent
student unrest and faculty-
related disturbances that dis-
rupted academic activities.

With the Chancellor-cum-Gov-
ernor and Chief Justice of India
scheduled to visit the university,
Acharya has been directed to

ensure institutional prepared-
ness, protocol compliance and
administrative coordination.

The order also stressed the
need to pursue pending pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP)
proposals before the govern-
ment to address the universi-
ty’s financial difficulties,
with its deficit stated to be
around Rs 150 crore.

Acharya has further been
directed to expedite pending
court cases and submit reports
on foreign tours undertaken
by university employees to the
Governor. The reports, accord-
ing to the order, have been
delayed by four months.

The Registrar has been
asked to keep personal differ-
ences and disagreements
aside, avoid unreasonable
delays in important matters
and ensure peace and disci-
pline on the campus.

2 days on, Acharya back as
Nauni university Registrar

VC directs him to ensure administrative discipline,
financial responsibility & campus normalcy

5 missing Rajasthan trekkers found safe
Ravinder Sood

Palampur, October 8
Five trekkers from Rajasthan,
who went missing while
attempting to cross the treach-
erous Thamsar Pass on the
Bara Bhangal trekking route
amid heavy snowfall and dete-
riorating weather, were traced
safe on Thursday evening.

Officials said the
trekkers—Ankur Malani,
Satyam Sabu, Pawan,
Shyam R and Tarun Rathi—
had taken shelter at Dhardi

village after being caught in
bad weather and heavy
snowfall. The village has no
mobile connectivity, leaving
the group cut off from their
families and authorities for
nearly 24 hours and trigger-
ing concern over their safety.

The trekkers had begun their
expedition from Bir towards
Rajgundha on October 5,
intending to cross the Thamsar
Pass, enter the remote Bara
Bhangal valley and subse-
quently proceed towards Bhar-
mour in Chamba district.

The Baijnath and Bharmour
administrations coordinated
efforts to trace the group, with
Baijnath SDM Sankalp Gau-
tam monitoring the situation.
The incident came as heavy
snowfall lashed higher reach-
es of the region over the past
two days. Situated at an alti-
tude of around 4,700 metres,
Thamsar Pass is among the
most challenging stretches
on the trekking route link-
ing the Bir-Rajgundha side
of Kangra with the remote
Bara Bhangal region.

Poor visibility, heavy snow,
rugged terrain and limited
communication make the
route particularly hazardous
when weather conditions
deteriorate suddenly. The
trekkers eventually reached
safety by taking shelter at
Dhardi village.

The incident has once again
underscored the risks involved
in high-altitude trekking
across the Kangra-Chamba
belt, particularly on remote
routes where communication
remains a major challenge.

HP  seeks lower GST
on APIs to boost
pharma sector

Shimla, October 8 
The state government has
sought reduction in the GST
rate on active pharmaceutical
ingredients (APIs) to address
rate inversion and strengthen
domestic API manufacturing
and the pharmaceutical sector.

The issue was raised at the
57th meeting of the GST
Council chaired by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in New Delhi.
State officials said rationalis-
ing the tax rate on APIs
would help reduce the invert-
ed duty structure, curb accu-
mulation of input tax credit
and associated refund claims
and provide further impetus
to the pharma industry.

The state also raised a state-
specific issue concerning the
leasing of the right to collect
toll and welcomed the pro-
posed GST exemption relat-
ing to its toll collection mech-
anism. Himachal officials also
welcomed the GST Council’s
proposed reforms aimed at
making the tax regime more
taxpayer-friendly and simpli-
fying compliance. — TNS
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